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"At first I was scared, but then after I tried it, it was fun." "It's challenging." "It's different." "I really liked it." These are some of many comments 6th 
graders shared at our most recent graduation. "I want to be a vet." "I want to go to college." "I want to have a happy family." These are some of 
their statements as they stood behind the ball, looking down their target line. In the words of Micah Copeland, Principal at Shepard Middle School 
in Durham at this last graduation: "Think about those balls - how you work on something close to you and something a little farther away".  With 
the addition of Shepard, our fourth and final middle school, over 400 6th grade Durham students graduate our SNAG program each year.  Our 
goal is to retain 9 students from each school to give us a class size of 36 in 7th and 8th grade in our year-round after-school program.  

                   
          Neal (Class of 2021 and 2022)                Lowe's Grove (Class of 2021 and 2022)                 Brogden (Class of 2022) 

The SwingPals students (above) in our 7th and 8th program visit with us after school twice each week. Golf instruction/life skills, mindfulness 
coaching, and community service are the main components of the SwingPals program, specifically designed to support our stated mission and goals: 

1) college acceptance,  2) improved health and well-being, 3) character development 

       

To accommodate our growth, SwingPals has engaged new staff and support members. Program Director Coach Ocaly Gonzalez, PGM, joined the 
SwingPals staff this year and brings his valuable expertise to the golf course. The kids love him! SwingPals hired intern Julia Da Silva, UNC dual 
Masters candidate, Social Work/Public Adminstration, to serve as development coordinator, connecting SwingPals with a variety of potential 
funders. Joining Coach Ocaly and Julia are volunteers Nick Concutelli from N.C. State University’s Professional Golf Management Program and 
Jared Little, Duke Mechanical Engineering post-graduate student. Our biggest thanks to our mentors and the families we serve. Here is some of 
what they are saying about the SwingPals experience:   

            
 

"Since Anthony has joined SwingPals, he has become such a different young man. He's more open and more positive about what he 
can achieve in life. He has found a pure love for the game of golf and is aiming to use golf as his way to pay for college to get his 
degree in culinary arts. His mentor partnership with his Big, Chuck Kelly, has been nothing but a godsend. He looks forward to his 
outings with Chuck and when  he comes back, he is full of excitement and positive vibes. Being able to see and hear about Chuck's 
life, and to understand that Chuck truly believes in him as much as I do, has enabled Anthony to realize that he can do anything that 
he puts his mind to. SwingPals and the BBBS programs have truly been the best decision I could have ever made for my little man". 
Toyette Hazzard, Mother to Anthony (Class of 2021)                                                                                   

"When I first heard about Chuck being my Big, I felt it was going to be weird and we wouldn't have anything in common. But then I got to know Chuck, and we 
have a lot in common. He loves to do the things that I like, such as fishing, going to a golf tournaments, and just going to the driving range to hit golf balls. 
SwingPals is a fun program that teaches me to play golf. I hope to get to play in the golf tournaments that will allow me to compete with others and become 
better at playing golf". Anthony (Class of 2021) 



   
 

                                                                                                               
 
 

        
 

                                                                                                                
 
What is SwingPals? 
 
SwingPals has two components. SNAG, (Starting New At Golf) brings basic golf instruction to 6th graders who choose it as an elective within their 
school’s physical education program. Students enroll for 3 weeks of guided instruction in the school gymnasium and learn not only how to hit a golf 
ball, but how to set goals, a building block for success in golf and life. Graduating students are then offered the opportunity to learn golf on the golf 
course.  Students from each participating middle school are taken after school to Hillandale Golf Course on the SwingPals bus to learn to play golf. 
SwingPals provides the equipment and coaching to allow the kids to play without judgment, get exercise, and continue to build on the principles 
learned in SNAG.  From these sixth grade graduates, four teams are formed from Brogden, Lowe's Grove, Neal and Shepard middle schools. 
Teams meet twice each week through 7th and 8th grade to practice, compete, develop mindfulness skills, and conduct community service projects. 

SwingPals, Inc. is a 501(c)3 organization, based in Durham, NC                                                                                                                            
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"Swing Pals has allowed my children to experience a sport that they may not have had access to. They didn't just learn 
how to play golf, they also learned self-discipline, sportsmanship, and skills that they did not know they had before they 
started. I have also noticed an increase in their self-confidence and their willingness to try new things. I know that they 
have really enjoyed their experience with Swing Pals and will miss Coach Hodges as well as the other coaches that were 
involved. I really appreciate this wonderful service and the opportunity for my children to be able to participate in 
it. Thank you". Crystal McEachin, Mother to Honesty (Class of 2021) and Dareck (Class of 2021) 

I'd like to take this opportunity to say thank you from the bottom of my heart, for all that Swing Pals 
has meant to my son Koziaire and to me.  We have been nothing short of blessed to have been 
matched with the most incredible, most selfless, most giving person ever, Jimmy.  Five years later and 
they are still going strong. Jimmy is truly family. Kozi couldn't be happier to have Jimmy as his mentor, 
his friend, and as he likes to say, his "real" Big brother. As a single mom, I can honestly say that Jimmy 
has been the one constant in Kozi's life. SwingPals and Coach Ocaly and Coach Nick have introduced 
the game of golf to Koziaire and he has taken to it like a fish to water. They are motivational, 
enthusiastic, patient and kind. He loves it! Swing Pals along with Jimmy's consistent mentorship will no 
doubt change Koziaire's future  for the better. Jackie, mother to Koziaire Allen (Class of 2021) 

 
                Koziaire in 2010 and today! 

"SwingPals is a great program, my son Daquan enjoys playing golf very much and has learned a 
lot about the sport. His self-esteem has improved tremendously his confidence level is at an all 
time high and he is no longer shy. Golf has improved his concentration and his focus is better on 
his daily tasks. Daquan says he loves golf and he loves to see the ball in the sky like a bird".          
Gail McLamb, mother to Daquan (Class of 2020) 

 

Far left: Daquan at 
Hillandale, now 9th 
grade!               

Middle: with his 
mentor, Tom Brey.  

Right: with Tom at the         

Harlem Globetrotters. 

As Sara's Big, I am so fortunate to have had the opportunity to get to know Sara over the last year. She 
is such a wonderfully kind, intelligent, funny, and dedicated young lady. Even more - I have had the 
opportunity to watch her grow as a sportswoman and as a person as a result of her SwingPals 
experience. Thanks to her coaches and golf mentor at SwingPals, I have seen Sara really understand and 
embody the value of hard work and perseverance--she has even expressed to me that she now knows 
that even if you can't do something the first time, you can eventually get there if you keep trying. 
Perhaps most importantly, I know that if ever I am picking up Sara after SwingPals, I'm picking up a 
smiling Sara. Kelley Gullo, mentor to Sara (Class of 2021) 


