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Above: Coach O with 6th graders from Lowe’s Grove and Shepard Middle Schools.  

General Updates 
• The SwingPals board has grown from 3 to 10 

committed community members. 

• We are happy to announce that Sherwood Githens 

Middle School is our newest SwingPals partner! 

They have earmarked $5,000 for SwingPals to 

teach the Enhanced 6th Grade Program this fall.  

• Have you heard of Amazon Smile? Instead of 

shopping on amazon, go to smile.amazon.com, 

select SwingPals as your charity, and a portion of 

every purchase will be donated to us. It’s that easy!  

• Thank you, Ed Cvelich! As our 2018 Volunteer 

Coach of the Year, his service and commitment 

have been invaluable. Thanks to all our volunteers 

for all you do for our students and programs!  

New Coaching Focus 
Over the course of the last year, Coach O has supervised 40+ coaches, as they help deliver and realize the 

SwingPals goals and objectives in the school, on the golf course, at service projects, and on excursions. Coach O 

has also helped bring about an important refocus in our coaching model, directing coaches to follow a “growth 

mindset” model of coaching instead of a technical, golf-focused model. Each student has a goal in mind – they 

know what they want to accomplish on the course. Coach O’s model allows them the space to make mistakes, 

figure it out, and do it on their own terms, which has a huge impact. Rather than being perpetually corrected on 

form and technique, students hone their game through feel and balance, empowering them to own the 

experience. Coaches are trained to encourage this process of exploration and growth, by simply being there for 

each student for support and assistance when asked, not to intrude with corrections. This coaching style 

embodies our 7th “guiding principle” – to guide students on their journey, not ours.  

Below: Rising 6th graders figuring out the swing of things at camp. 
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made it a priority to continue the high school program on Mondays and Wednesdays throughout the season. 

Perhaps our most exciting program this quarter, the first SwingPals PGA Junior League Tournament was a big 

hit with students and their families! This was a massive undertaking shouldered by Coach O, requiring diligent 

communication and follow-up with the PGA, CPGA, volunteers, and parents. 49 students competed, and, thanks 

to Coach O’s direct advocacy, the PGA paid the parents’ fee of $75 per player and awarded SwingPals a grant 

of $4900. The family support was phenomenal! Nearly 100 family members were on the golf course each day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Above: Students taking a short break from the PGA Jr. League. 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for supporting our students and programs! 

GOLF PROGRAMS 
We wrapped up the in-school 6th Grade Program in 

April and we were pleased with the growth in interest 

and response from students and families to continue 

with SwingPals. 95 families requested to enroll, 52 

families completed the paperwork, and 47 actually visited 

the golf course for 3 sessions at the hub. In addition to 

this success, we have had a good turn out for our 

summer programs: transition to 7th grade and transition 

to 8th grade. With Coach O’s extra bandwidth and 

general passion, SwingPals has fully established phase 2 of 

the program, creating our high school program. As a 

part of this, Coach O believes it important to keep high 

school students engaged during the summer and has  

COMMUNITY                                              
ENGAGEMENT 
It truly was inspiring to see 

families choosing to stay and 

cheer on their children. This 

deep and meaningful engagement 

is all possible thanks to Coach 

Ocaly’s purposeful and heartfelt 

outreach. He meets with parents 

during the application process, making home visits if that works best for the family, and makes himself available to 

parents via email, text, and phone calls. This undoubtedly explains, in part, why we have seen increased 

engagement from 6th grade students and families. To build on this, SwingPals intends to form a parent committee 

that advises and reports to the board, ensuring that parents have a leading voice. Beyond our families, Coach O 

has also forged new relationships with Activate Good to find mentors for our rising 7th graders. As far as golf, 

our students have benefited from new ties with Treyburn Country Club, the American Junior Golf Academy, and 

the Durham Sports Commission. Also new this quarter, SwingPals has joined the Ellerbe Creek Watershed 

Association, creating a new service opportunity for students. Starting this fall, we will be responsible for keeping 

the rivers and streams near Hillandale Golf Course clean. This is a great way for students to take on a new 

responsibility that improves their community in an immediately discernable way, building character, confidence, 

and a sense of connection – all necessary pieces to achieve SwingPals’ mission. 

 

Above: A small portion of the proud parents excited to watch their child compete.  
 


