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Above: Coach Ocaly, Coach Cory, committed volunteers and SwingPals after-school students at the hub. 

GENERAL UPDATES 
• SwingPals added two new staff members this quarter!

Please welcome Assistant Coach Cory Williams and Social

and Emotional Learning Development Coordinator

Morgan Jeter.

• After years of dedicated service, Steve Morton has retired

as Board President. The torch has been passed to Dan Hill,

our previous Vice President. Replacing Dan, Ed Dudley is

now our new VP. Thank you all for your service and

guidance!

CHARACTER 
Our community of supporters and stakeholders continues to 

grow. A unique facet of our program is to provide students 

the opportunity to be paired with a mentor through Big 

Brothers Big Sisters. The average match length for a typical 

BBBS mentor match is fifteen months; the average length of a 

SwingPals match is four years. The strength of our program is 

reflected in the commitment and engagement of these 

mentors. 

After revamping the training program for volunteer coaches over the summer, there has been a notable increase in the 

number of volunteers committing their time to coaching vulnerable Durham students on a weekly basis – some even 

volunteering multiple days each week! While it is true that our number of volunteers has been increasing for a while now, 

this level of commitment is new and inspiring. Last year SwingPals had two volunteer coaches who volunteered on a weekly 

basis; this year we have thirteen. These thirteen coaches have truly connected with the mission and vision of SwingPals and 

have become invested in helping underserved children in our community to manage adversity and achieve their potential. 

We couldn’t do this without you! 

Above: Students in the Hub working on a self-confidence activity. 

Below: Volunteer Coaches working with students outside the Hub. 
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HEALTH 
SwingPals welcomed Githens Middle School as our newest partner school 

this past August, as we expanded our in-school and after-school programs 

to include these new students. In addition to this exciting addition, Coach 

Ocaly is heading up a new competition for SwingPals students: the 

SwingPals Drive Chip Putt Series. Continuing to build on the success of 

the SwingPals PGA Jr. League this summer, which garnered unprecedented 

support from parents and the community, Coach Ocaly is heading up this 

new tournament. Slated to begin on December 14th, the series will feature 

two more opportunities for students to challenge themselves on March 

15th and May 10th, culminating with the final Drive Chip Putt Tournament 

on Family Fun Day, May 18th. The final competition will be a team 

competition, a slight modification to our usual Four School Challenge. Mark 

your calendars! 

EDUCATION 
Thanks in part to our increasing public profile, SwingPals has formed a new relationship with Durham Academy (DA). The 

Middle School Community Service Coordinator at DA reached out about creating a collaborative fundraising project 

between his students and SwingPals middle school students. SwingPals and DA students will meet over lunch and on early 

release days to conceive, develop, and implement a fundraising effort of their own design. The goal is not only to give 

students a hands-on learning experience, but also to break down barriers between these students and give them a more 

well-rounded world view. This project officially began October 17th with our first meeting at DA. 

Even from this first meeting it is clear this program is already making an impact on students. For participating SwingPals 

students this fun opportunity has been a huge confidence boost, as they have risen to meet the challenges of creating and 

carrying out this project. One shy student, Amil, surprised coaches by volunteering to demonstrate and explain our 

mindfulness warm-up activity to the DA students she had only just met. Though this may seem routine for some students, 

this was a big step for Amil and exactly the type of growth that SwingPals strives to make happen. However, these 

exciting changes were not limited to SwingPals students. In talking with DA staff in the days after this first meeting, it was 

clear their students had been excited and inspired by the project, as it was all they could talk about for days. This is a 

truly exciting collaboration and we look forwarding to reporting on this project’s progress in the next quarter update. 

Stay tuned! 

Above: Coach Margaret leading a mindfulness 

lesson at Githens Middle School.

Above: SwingPals students working with Durham Academy Students during their first meeting and work session for their fundraising project. 

Thank you for all the ways you 

support SwingPals students! 




